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i Christmas Bargains at

At no store in North Platte will be found such a wonderful array of goods
suitable for substantial Christmas gifts—gifts that are of a serviceable nature and

that will be appreciated by the one receiving them,

in prices on articles that are especially suvitable for yift-giving.

Especial attention is

B of which would please mother. wife or sister,
The housewife appreciate and enjoys a well appointed dinner table, and noth-
ing udds more than table linen, our stock of which this season is especially large.
Another item of comfort and tastey appearance, is fine bed spreads and Cali-

fornia blankets which we handle in the finest quality,

of Marseilles spreads.

Ladies appreciate fine hosiery; we have them in quarter dozen boxes, especial-

ly made for gift giving; or an equally appreciated gift would be a box of our fine

handkerchiefs,

In the house furnishing line we mention lace curtains, rugsand carpets,
articles that are appreciated by wife or mother

In our ladies, misses and childrens ready<to-wear department we are showing
the swellest line in town, and as an inducement to Christmas shoppers we are
offering the entire line at a very great reduction,

fifty per cent on the dollar, as the line must be reduced materially before our Janu-

ary inventory.

cloaks. dress skirts, silk and mercerized petticoats, ladies’, misses' and childrens’
) |

easy and the needed gffts more easily obtained, we make some decided reductions

This line includes ladies’ and misses' suits, ladies’ and misses’

To make the buying more

%
%

invited to our line of silk and wool dress patterns, one

Let us show you our line

%

You can save from twenty to

furs, ladies' linen and silk shirt waists, sweaters, knit goods, muslin and outing

underwear, and ladies trimmed hats.

- The clothing department of The Leader is somewhat overstocked, and to re-

buyers.

ings, many of which are especially suited for gift giving

special prices all along this line.

[

duce the line we are making a reduction of twenty to fifty per cent to Christmas
Our stock is very complete for men and boys, and you can do better

here than any other place in town.

In the shoe department no better line can be found in town.

The Leader, - J. Pizer.

We also carry a swell line of gents’ furnish-

We are making

Big line of rubber goods just received.

ROAD NO. 330,

To all whom it may concern:

The commissioner appointed for the

rpose of locating & public road as

ollows ;—

Commencing at the center of section
17, township 12, range 28 and running
thence north on half mile line
to the laid out road on half mile line
running east and west across section 8,
township 12, Range 28, said road to be
83 feet wide, has reported in favor of
the establishment of sald road and all
claims for dam or objections there-
to must be filed in the office of the
county clerk on or before noon on the
12th day of Februarv, 1910, or such road
will be established without reference

thereto,
Dated North Platte, Neb., December
6, 1000,
F. R. EvuiorT,
County Clerk.
Road Ne 327

To All Whom It May Concern:
The special commissioner appointed
fo:dthe purpose of locating a public

roid,

Commenecing at the 8. W. corner of
Section 17, Township 10, Range 88 and
running thence east on section line to
the 8. E. corner of Section 17-10-32 al,
on sectivn line, has reported in favor
of the location of said road as follows:

Commencing at the 8, W, corner of
Sec. 17, T 10, R 33 running east six
mies onesection line to the 8§ W.
corper of Bee. 17T 10 R 82, thence
south on section line about 100 rods to
the railroad right-of-way north of the
track, thence southeast to Dickens
along the right-of-way and connecting
thereat with road no 102, and all claims
for damege or objections thereto must
be filed in the office of the count
clerk, on or before noon of the 17th
day of Feb,, 1910. or such road will be
oaub'l.l:lh;‘d wghﬁm mfﬁmgimnemnlr&t&.

Da or atte, Neb., Dec- ¥

F. R. ELu

OoTT,
County Clerk.

DR. ELMS,

Gerrasl Providds of
Medicine, Surgery
Togoether with his
sl’.ch"’! E".’ Ell. Nose
and Throat.

Your Glasses Carefully Fitted,
Office and residence 418 East Fifth St.,
on ground floor, no stairs to elimb,
Phone 559,

MM..;“
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MAKE SOME "
ONE HAPPY "

"
i
.
While you are racking your brain about what A\

to get your husband. wife, father or mother for a :1

Xmas present just stop and rest your mind and come M)

: : : \
down and pick out a nice easy rocker that will make p

\ "
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them happy every day in the year. "
- - L] ‘

We have a complete line from a child’'s rocker :l

up to a turkish, at reasonable prices. 4a
"

* HOWE & MALONEY. ,';;
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SACRIFICE SALE OF TOWN LOTS,

Why go out into the country to buy residence lotsa when you can
buy the following choice residence lots in the West End where they
will incioase in value and always be in demand.

Three nice lots in block 17, Town Lot Co's Addition, $350.00 for
all three,

! Two handsome lots on Block 13, Town Lot Co's Addition, 850,00 3
N for both lote,

8 Three handsome lots on wewt Fourth strées, Jlower In and pald
for, §1200.00 for the thrwe,

: Four choice lots on west Sixth stevet clove In for §400,00, $450,00,
@ $5600.00 and B660.00 ench.

These lots are all close in, high and dry, do not require any filling
and each of them is worth more money than we are asking for them,

- Buchanan and Patterson.
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IN FICTION,

By GEORGE H. PICARD
[Copyright, 100, by Amarican Press Asso-

clation. |

;1 OT wuntl the Arst
ha!lf of the Iast
century wps well

spent did the spe
clex of Ilternture
which has come to
be known a=Christ-
mns fiction effect A
permanent lod g
ment In the hearts
of English speak-
ing mankind. The
ancient parahle
plays and the
rhymed hollday
legende of the mid-
dle nges are stlll In
ase on the eontinent. but the more
scculnr minded English had only the
rode Yuletide Jingles and the quaint
earols of beef enting antiquity
Cottrary to the prevalllog notion, the
Inventor of the tle with o distinetive-
Iy Christmas flavor wns an American,
It I= ikely that It wonld ocear to few
Americans and to no Englilshman to
dissent i 1t neseried in thelr
that Charles Dickens origl
nnted the Chrlstions story, His name
I8 mn  fyes parably eonnected with mo
mueh of the holldny Mternture on-
shrined in the popular heart that It is
the mention of Christ.
sugeests hime  The credit of the

IKVINO

welre

Prese nee

mna

| “Mtertry And.” however, nist be given

to nnother, p man whoe was at the end
thirtlen when DNickens was horn,
who bad been nt Maligy wihen Nelson's
Aeet snlled nw ny to Trafulzar. who had
viglted 'Sir Walter a1t Abbotsford and

' hnd eaptivated bim and who was aft-

erwiard =ecretnry to the Unlted States
legation in England.  That, of course,
menns Washington Irving,

Irving's frst hook. “The Rketeh-Book
of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent.” had pleased
evervhody, o mnch =o. Indeed, that it
republished by Jolin Muarray In
London and tennslated nto severil con-
tnentinl Both the publish-
ers and the poblie were arging bim to
do somethling equally weritorious, No-
body renlized more keeniy thon did the
nuthor of the exquisite work the dif-

wils

RURUNECR

eulty of produecing g8 mnte, and he
wils ol 4 man to be driven Into medi-
ocrtty. Three years later he published

“Bracebridge Hall,” and the chapter of
that nuasterplece of literary workman-
ghip entitled “Christmas 1t Bracebridge
Hall” wus the ploneer holiday tale of
Engllsh ternture and has furnished a
model for subsequent Actlonists which
hos seldom been equaled and never
excelled, Its ensy graoce and fellelty of
expression were o4 reveélntion to every-
body In those days, and the wonder
and the charm are potent still,

Willinm Mokepeance Thackeray, mas-
ter of a realism that is the wonder and
the despair of those who have followed
him, needed no :
model and  chose
none. [His “Nrs
Perking' Ball” re-
sembles nothing

ever concelved o
the miond of any
other man. The

public was plensed
with I, but never
g0 much as was
Thaekeray blmself,

HAWTHORNE.

Mokt amazing of all, the author of the
tale professed 1o belleve that It was

“Mrs., Perking’ Ball” that bad made
bis teputution—=that, teo, o the face of
the fact thut “Vaolty Falr” had just
boen publisbed, This perversion of
Thnckerny In regard to the llterary
value of hls wares aod his luck of falth
in bis masterplece—he bad go little
confidenoe In the success of “Vaolty
Faulr” that afier it gppeared be applled
for u swall govermment position—are
proof suticient that the man who cre-
gtes 0 masterplece may bave a dim
conception of nrilstic values,

All the makers of great fietion are
more or less under the spell of thelr
lmmed lite surronndliogs, but few have
mude It more apparent than Charles
IMekens, Those who knew the elreum-
stunces saw plainly that he bad put
blmse!f nnd his sad childbood Into
muny of his pathetic short storles.
This Is especiully true of "The Ghost
In Muster B.'s Room,” which Is ap ac-
count of things which bappened to
bim in bls troubled boyhood. As a
child be wans a Arm bellever lu ghosts,
and It is probable that he pever entire-
ly abnndoned his faith In spectral ap-
pearances, Many of his tales are peo-
plodd with disembodied spirits, and they
nre ke the ghosts of no other writer,
They nre the spooks that appeal to one
aund wnke one belleve In thelr EOIIuInQ-
I'bey are freguently more real
thin the Hviog characters who consort
with them. Although they are dead,
they condnet themselves llke living en-
titles

IMekens' Christimas ghosts are unique
fn the realm of lternture, Of all the
sllent shupes that
bave been sum-
moped from the
upper and vether
worlds to lend en-
chantinent to the
Christmas tale
his alone have
become avdllmat-
ed. There ia uwy-
er apything re
pulsive about
them. They are

TUAUKERAY the most compan-
looable spooks over lnvented. They
are solidom sepulehral, but are fre-
quently cheerful, They are not the
bhauntlng. sivep killlog and never to be
exorcised phuptoms of the falry tales,
but setial pursusalithes, troed from all

e ss

mortal restrictions In regnrd to locomos
tion that come to us when we bid tham
and vanish politely when we are weary
of their presence,

Bret Harte never made a secret of
his admiration for the creator of Little
Nell and Tom Pilonoh. Like Paul at
the feet of Gamallel, he was content to
recelve his lesson from the man he
acknowledged to be his master, Not
untll after Dickens had finlahed his
work did the young Hterary light who
stood revealed In the far western firma-
ment learn that his model had seen
that exquisite elegy “Dickens In
Camp” npd bhad been heard to expross
his admiration of It In the most gen.
eroua terms. The dylog novelist de
clared that the work of the new Amer-
lean  writer contaloed such  subtie
strokes of workmanshlp a8 no other
writer In the language hnd yot ex-
hibited. And then be asked., with a
humorous gleam In his weary eyes,
“Don’'t you think that his mauvner s
very llke my own?"'

Like Dickens, Harte had a genulne
fondness for the dolngs of Yuletide.
One who knew hlin best says that up
to the last day of his life “he thought
much of the Christmas season apd to
the last kept up the fond and foollsh
custom of sending generous presents
tn his friends.” Better appreciated in
England than in his pative country,
Harte spent the later years of his life
abroad, but his storles were to the Just
distiuctively Americean. In that ad-
mirable performance entitled “How
Bantn Claus Came to Slmpson's Bar”
there s no flavor of the old world
Christmas, and Johnny. elothed in the
stare and stripes, s a young Americnn
of the most unmistakable sort,

Two of the most striklngly dissimi-
lar Christmas storiea ever written are
Hawthornae's
‘Christmns Bano-
quet” and Miss
Mitford's“Christ-
mas Party."”
There I8 little of
Chriscmaws in
Hawthorne's
grewsome tnle,
The joyous festl:
vl I8 only a 1t
erary mukeshift
around which Is
woven n welrd
psychologicnl study that drives all re
membrance of the blessed seénson from
the mind, 1ty ghosts dre not the so-
clable and easlly banlshed spooks of
Dickens. They are formless and
creepy and all pervading. They are the
fearsome specters that rise In the frig-
id vapors of German mysticlsm, and
they are made lcler still with a strong
admixture of New England transcen-
dentallsm. It is a masterplece in con-
ception and lo treatment—no guestion
at all about that—but It does not make
the Yule log glow more brightly or
lend & better flavor to the stenming
bowl,

Mary Russell Miliford does not deal
in ghosts. All of bher Christmas char-
acters are flesh and blood people, and
they are not of the sort that “wlill not
stay dead when they dle,"” Her “Christ.
mas Party” is as dalnty In Its work-
manship as anything which ever came
from her careful pen, and that is say-
Ing much. It Is as vestful and npon
suggestive as a pastoral, and Ite Influ-
ence Is ns soothing as the dellcute
savor which escapes when the cover
of a potpourrl Jar Is lifted or the
dranwer of an old time cablnet |8 open-
ed—the falnt, pervasive odor of crush-
ed rose leaves and dried lavender.

THE RATIONAL
CHRISTMAS.

By ELLIS FRAME
[Copyright, 1809, by American Press Asso-

DICKENA.

clation.)
“Let us give In reason this year,” sbhe
suggested;
“Not merely for the sake of miving
things,

It's the spirit, not the money Invested,
us, therefore, turn from foollsh
squanderings,
Let the gifts woe give be things that may
be nesded
Instead of trash soon to be cast aslide.”
“My darling, your suggestion shall be
heedod

For u:.-r-'l- wisdom in It," he replled.

Bhe 4ld her shopping early, being gulded
By lessons learned from much experi-
ence.
She would show her lord and master, she
decided,
How excellent & thing was common

sense.
For thelr baby boy shs purchased o
Franch corsst
And an orlental rug that caugihit
aye.
“Though the darling longed Lo have a
rocking horse, it
Wasn't sensible,” she murmured, with a

hor

algh.
They had promised not to buy things for
each other
They would merely get a fow things fos
the child
Bhe would sacrifice her sister and her
mother,
And It gladdened her to ses the way he
smiled
Ae bo.:;td his people, 100, should Le omits
ted.
Bo the wise and winsome woman, day
by day.
From shop to shop, with sweet smotion,
flitted,
Having dry goods boupd up and sent
away.

He b?\l;:{ & plpe and splendid smoking
To give thalr darling glee on Christings
morn,
With these the child couwld make no Wuth
u' mt“'M ten protiutied with
urum
ﬂhhnm.
He also got the works, unexpurgated,
Uf old Bocokcvio and Rabelals,

Bo that their little one might be eluted

Anﬂd.lont hiave glad remembrance of the
y.

On Christmas when thelr pregents were
dispiayed
‘They sut upon the sofa slde by slde, |
And while their child luoked up at them,
dismayed, |

&m‘ & vulprive mancer, and st

) THWARTED PLOTF 4

By LAURENCE FOSTER CHURGCH.
{Copyright, 100b, vy American Press Asse-
ciatlon.)

Not far from the close of the elght-
eenth century tbere lived in & small
town in New Jersey—It ls now a city—
Raymond Doane, a mAn very much
respected and of a peaceful disposi-
tlon. His house stood pear the maln
street or romd, considerable grounds
bebind nnd on elther side of it. Oo the
lot next adjolning lived Bamuel Whit-
ford, who was Dosane's antipode. [f
he but once concelved n grudge against
any one he would pursue him to the
bitter end. He quarreled with vearly
every ouve ip the town, nnd thers Was
none to speak a good word for him
but Raymond Doane, who always
stood for pence and constantly endeny-
ored to allay the prejudice agalust his

nelghbor.

But one day a horse of Doane's got
Into Whitford's premlses and destroy-
ed a lot of vegetables growing In the
giarden. Though Donne offered to
make sultable reparntion, Whitford
would not be pacitied. From that tima
he made the lives of Mr. Doane and
his family misernble and went so far
a8 to Injure one of Doane’s children
he found on his grounds. This was
too much even for the qulet Mr,
Doane's patieuce. Meeting Whitford,
he protested. Whitford ettancked him,
but Doane, belng the better mau, got
him down and rubbed his nose in the
dirt,

After this the Doanes expectad worse
treatment than before, but Whitford
let them nlope and Hopally surprised
them by offering the olive brauch. It
was accepted, but without contidence.

Mr. Dodne bad a man dolug unlm-
portant Jobs aboul his plice nnmed
Sling Moore, who had recelved un in-
Jury In ebildbood which bad lmpuired
his Intellect. One night Sllus  was
heard screnmlug “Murder!” In the
back of Mr. Doare's place, Doane got
up and went out to see what was the
matter. He found wvo ove and went
back to bed, Slins was not agaln seen
in the town.

Mr. Doune reported what he
heard, und there was much wonder-
wenk in the watter. Whitford said
nothing for some tinme, then lotimated
that he might say n great deal were |t
not that the people were ull agalnst
bim and would not belleve him, This
got to the enrs of the authorities, and
Whitford wae ealled upon to give tes-
timovy. With appurent unwillingness
he sald that on the night In question,
hearing the eries. he bad got up and
gone to the rear of his yard. The
erles bud theo censed. Whitford was
about to veturn to the house when he
saw a Ogure through the darkness
dragging some object. He followed
and saw the fgure dig a hole, into
whileh he throst whiat be had been

bad

dragging. tlled the hole and spent
much time desiroying the marks of
the ground's Adlsiurbaoce.  Whitford

followed the Hgure npd saw It go luto
Doane's back door.

No cltlzen of the place would have
pald any attention to thls story, but
the pollee, of course, must visit the
spot and exanmine it. Whitford led
them, and after digging In several
places they came upoh a corpse so dis.
figured that they could tell nothing
nbout It except that It was about Slias’
helght ‘and the halr was the same
color,

The mutter now
conrts, and Doane was arrested for
the murder of his hired man. The
clothing on the corpse was examined,
and severil pleces were found to have
belonged to Silas. Though the body
was unrecogulzable, the elothing prov-
ed couclusively that Silus bad been
murdered., Whitford's evidence was
not suficlent to conviet Doane, but a
stranger appeared at the trial who
swore that he had driven into the town
late on the night of the murder and
had heard angry words In Doane's
barn, He had reined in his horse to
lsten and saw two figures walk to the
back of Donne's place, Then be had
heard the erles and bad gone and seen
what Whitford had seen from another
point,

Even this would not have coovieted
Doane before n Jury of his fellow
townsmen, but the prosecutiog attor-
ney, reallzing this, took n change of
venue and tried him elsewhere, The
result was (hat the peace loving Mr.
Doane was convicted of the murder of
his balf witted servant. Io this, as
In every mysterlous murder case, there
were those who belleved in the gullt
of the one belog tried for it and those
who did not so belleve,

A hangling Io those duys was open (o
the view of every one. From daylight
till poon on the day the culprit was to
be swung off all sorts of vehicles were
driven into town londed with people.
The c¢ondemned wan was brought
forth and glven an opportunity to
speak, which he declined. The noose
was belng adjusted when some one in
the crowd erled:

“Hold on!™

Every eye was turned to the speak-
er, who was pointing In a certaln dl-
rection, There, gnping with the rest
of the crowd, stood the man who had
been murdered—the fool Bllas Moore,

That ended the banging, or, rather,
it pever took place, apd the suppobed
murderer was carrled honse by the
shoulders of his friends,

Bllne Moore when questioned - told
bow Whitford had persuaded him to
ennct the murder seepe gt upight and
then had hurrled him away where he
supposed he would be smafe, The
stranger witness hod been pald for his
testhnony It nlko came out that
Whitford had procured a corpse, made
its foce unrecognizable, put Silas'
clothies on It nnd burled It,

Whitford made gond bls escape and

wos vver Weurd Uf wguls o Antvride.

passed 1loto the




